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and their particular wants, which, by the benefits of traffic and the
intercourse of merchants, were plentifully supplied. Then he
touched the boy's imagination by taking down the Bible, and,
turning to the 107th Psalm, directed him to read in the 23rd and
24th verses that 'they which go downe to the sea in ships and
occupy the great waters, they see the works of the Lord, and his
wonders in the deep/ These words of the psalmist, together
with his cousin's discourse, were, says Hakluyt, things of high and
rare delight to his young nature, and made upon him so deep an
impression that he resolved that if ever he were preferred to the
university, where he might have a more convenient place and
better time for such studies, he would, by God's assistance,
prosecute the knowledge of this kind of literature, the doors
whereof, he says, after a sort, were so happily opened before him.
He was elected, in 1570, to Christ Church, Oxford, where he
did not forget the resolution he had made, and fell to the course
he had intended; so that by degrees he read whatever he could
find of printed voyages in all languages. He lectured, but where
is not definitely known, upon subjects relating to navigation, and
became familiar, by reading, with the personalities of sea captains,
and the enterprises of great merchants. He was incessantly
employed in the examination of collections, and transcription of
accounts of voyages and travels, and of all things bearing on the
subject, and, in his later years, he was engrossed in this work, and
in correspondence with all who could impart information.
His first published work was Divers Voyages touching the
Discoverie of America & the Islands adjacent unto the same,
issued in 1582, and dedicated to Sir Philip Sidney. This book,
which is of extreme rarity, but has been republished by the
Hakluyt society, 1850, had the direct and practical object of
increasing the knowledge of navigation, and spreading abroad the
fast growing impulse towards the colonising of newly discovered
lands. In Paris, as chaplain to the ambassador, Hakluyt discovered
a manuscript account of Florida, which was published at his ex-
pense in a French edition at Paris, in 1586, dedicated to Sir Walter
Ralegh as the discoverer of Virginia This volume was afterwards
published in an English version, in London, in 1587, under the
title A Notable Historic containing foure voyages made by cer-
tayne French Captains unto Floyida9 the object being to promote
the colonisation of Virginia, In 1587, Hakluyt published in Paris
a revised edition of Peter Martyr of Anghiera's De Orbe Novo,
which, also, was dedicated to Kaiegh, and was intended iurther to